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JOHNNY HILAND

JOHNNYBLADES

BY JORDAN WAGNER

Dzi\'i(l Allen’s popular CS StratCar pick-
ups are the toast of boutique forums

‘ll'ld dLSCUSSi()I'I 1)():!'(('5 CVE.‘]"\_’\\'IIL :'IH(I

recently his pickups caught the ears of coun-
tl'_\' ;li]({ rnck \:iff{l()ﬂ() Jl)l‘lll")" ] Ii].]]]Ll. \\'h(l

worked with Allen to design and produce his

latest ser, the Johnny Hiland JohnnyBlades.

Three Amigos
Hiland is not only known for his fluid play-
ing, but also for having a great ear—which
proved to be a significant factor in the
development of the JohnnyBlades. Allen
praduced a roral of 20 prororype sets before
he got what Hiland wanted. But the ardu-
ous three-month process resulted in an
absolutely stellar-sounding set of pickups.
The main goals of the JohnnyBlades are
to deliver great single-coil tone, stay noiseless,
.l[]d IJ(,' \’L’l’.ﬂ.’][tl(,' UI]U'.I:_V‘}] o cover a \\IdL’ ]';]]'lg_{c
of genres. Each pickup uses two custom blades
crafted from nickel-plated cold-rolled steel,
which are then highly polished. Each pickup

spnrrs &)ll[".‘()ﬂdllt‘[ﬂl' wIre, custom ceram iC
magnets, fiber flarwork bobbins, and plain
enamel wire wound in a spcci:ﬂ scatter pattern
for better balance between each pickup and

tw Ild(l some \'iI'll'JgC .\piL'L' to f}]f.' rccipc. kI-IIC
resistance level varies quite drastically from the
['lL'(I( to [hL' l)ridg(: Pi[](llp\*s._%k Fur TI[L' IIL'Lk‘
6.3k for the middle, and a whopping 9.2k for
the bridge—Dbur each pickup stays consistent
in terms of volume and feel.

9.2k bridge pickup

Ceramic
magnets
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Covering All the Bases
My test bed for the pickups was a 2011

Fender Classic Series '60s Stratocaster, a

workhorse that sounds pretty great in stock
form. After mounting and s()'dtring in the
pickups, I buttoned up the guitar and fired

up a Fender ’65 Twin Reverb r

1ssuc.

After starting with the neck pickup on
ir.‘O own, I was i][Tl;II.C(i tl]"]f ET wids ()I"Il‘\' 5.31\
The tone was vibrant and lively through the

Twin as I laid into a rhythmic blues groove,

I'd expect
l. The

pickup’s averall tone and feel wasn't clurtered

but much more powerful tf

from a pickup ac that resistance lev

or f‘[)g\g'\b\ullllding :lI].\‘\Vllcl'C‘ /\“(1 thfL' was
a certain hi-fi element to the tone with

extreme derail in the lows and low-mids that
was l‘:l'c;lrhmkirlg rhmugh the Twin’s reverb-

soaked output—especially at louder levels.

The neck pickup certainly doesn’t sacri-
fice punch. There’s a perceptible midrange
I)()l)sr. .ll'![l Ti’(.’ ﬂl'ls[PP‘V Ill\\"ﬁ are ]T(.’I'HL’C[' I‘.nr
funk work. When mixed with the middle
JohnnyBlade pickup, though, the combina-
tion becomes an absolurely killer roal for
blues and jazzier leads. Instead of ﬁghting
each other for space, the two pickups work
I()gr.‘rhcr in a sort ()F ]'LIrITI()l'IiL h:lﬂllhl]ﬂkc
that produces a landscape of sweer, rolling
}li:_"ll‘;, g(]l'gl‘(}ll!s |l1iﬂ.l.\‘ :!Hl] Czlrtll_\' I(]'\\’S,
Hiland is known for his chicken-pick-
in’, but fans of his playing know he’s
pretty keen on rock and even metal
at times. So he wanted a bridge
pickup that could do it all—

able to cover country,
funk, blues, and

5.3k
neck
pickup

6.3k middle
pickup

stay silent and clear, but be

a wide scope of rock. With the Twin, the
bridge position yielded a gorgeous Tele tone,
perfect for precise fingerpicking in the vein
of Jerry Reed and Cher Atkins

But if you're a Scrat player with a jones

IVCH' hill'll r[]‘.](‘ 'hl,"iL' ],)i(,i(llp§ are \\‘("'I]] a
look too. After I fired up a vintage '81
Marshall JCM800 connected to an Emperor
4x12 cabinet, the bridge JohnnyBlade came
il]i\‘_" brisll[ng \Vill\ hiill"ﬂnif_.\ ill]d a .\(J“d

low-end foundation. Single-note leads posi-
o

1y I')OPPL‘LL Jnd i{:‘!ﬂli' IEI'IC,\ th .\llpL‘l'
fluid and defined. Dropping the Marshall’s
g\lill ﬂ"d L‘]':ll!king th' master UE’L‘"L‘(I llp
The

_l[)ll[l]l'\'lﬂ:ldc.\ are very sensitive to ]7iL|<

the pickup’s classic rock possibili

‘!f[.lk.l(, ;]]1({ \\'i(h []]U {’\'U'l’[]]'d{jﬂ"({ U\'L'rdl'i\'c
from the Marshall’s EL34s and a heavy
hand, I got one of the best tones I've heard

for copping Pete Townshend’s rhythm work.

The Verdict

The hum-ca nc::”ing JohnnyBlad

1re an

incredible replacement for standard single-

coils. They're super versatile, have great

outpur, and killer range. If you're looking

o C\I]:l"‘,l on |]1C \'Cr'i:lti]i[}' Uf‘y('llr Str;lt or
other triple single-coil guitar without sacrific-
i[]é_" []]Ll €8sence Uf‘ \\"IIZH a ‘ur(:ill Srl:n(!l.‘:l.\ll.‘r
pickup should be, it would be hard ro go
\Vl‘)lig l\ilh I). !I\“L'“‘h Ji?]l]ln}' I;IH(iL'b. ?

Buy If...
you're looking for more tonal range
from your Strat.

Skip If...

you prefer a mellower tone at all times.

D. Allen Pickups

Street $299

dallenpickups.com

or use a mobile device to hear
audio clips of the pickup at

premierguitar.com
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